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House of Representatives

EXPRESSING SENSE OF
CONGRESS WITH RESPECT TO
COMMEMORATION OF WOMEN
SUFFRAGISTS

Hon. MICHAEL M. HONDA
OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

The battle for suffrage began in
earnest in 1848, when Lucretia Mott and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton organized a
convention in Seneca Falls, NY, to
advance women's rights. Their struggle
continued for 72 years, until August 18,
1920, when ratification of the 19th
amendment to the United States
Constitution finally gave women the right
to vote.

Like other civil rights campaigns,
the fight for suffrage required strong and
principled individuals who risked health,

wealth, and societal denigration. Susan B.

Anthony and her fellow activists were
fearless in their efforts to win the right to
vote in the 19th century. Their courage
inspired a new generation of suffragists,
including Carrie Chapment Catt, Maud
Wood Park, Lucy Burns, and Alice Paul,
and Harriott E. Blatch, who would not
allow themselves to be silenced despite
harassment and arrest. Their efforts
resonated nationwide, and in 1920 they
achieved their goal: political equality for
women.

We must not forget their struggle
or undervalue their achievement. The
19th amendment makes for a more
equitable society and for a more truly
representative government. In fact, the

number of women serving in national,
State and local elected office has steadily
increased. The 109th Congress has 83
female Members, including House
Democratic Leader NANCY PELOSI.
Leader PELOSI is a role model for all
those aspiring to public service, and I am
hopeful and confident that in my lifetime
there will be full parity between men and
women in this legislative institution.

Commemorating these brave
suffragists reminds us of the hard fight for
gender equality and the ongoing struggle
today. Women continue to face
discrimination in the workplace, where
women make less money and are
promoted less frequently. In government,
women, despite great gains, are
underrepresented in every branch and at
every level.

By passing this resolution, the House
not only honors the women who won
passage of the 19th amendment, but it
also sends a clear message that we are
committed to eliminating the inequalities
that women face today. I urge my
colleagues to support H.J. Res. 59.



